MRS. TANAHASHI IS ONE HUNDRED AND ONE     245

others, was the first woman to receive Imperial
recognition for her work in Japan. She has
spent the long years of her life in the field of educa-
tion and is proud of the fact that Tokyo now has
eighty-four public and sixty-four private girls*
high schools out of the 985 in Japan. There are
48,863 girl students in attendance,1

With her tastes definitely conservative, Mrs.
Tanahashi still recognizes the need for coping with
the present. In fact, she symbolizes in her own
person the amalgamation of the old and the new
in Japan. While her son spoke for her and trans-
lated the now almost inaudible mumbles of his
mother, the venerable old lady warmed her small,
wrinkled hands over a charcoal brazier and a
benign smile lit her face. She sat in Japanese style
on a cushion next to a snug footwarmer over which
a blanket had been thrown in order that she might
be warm, for she lives in the old manner in a
Japanese house totally devoid of heat, and the day
I visited her was a biting cold one in February.
Her eyes which have acquired that dreamy far-
away look so common to age, are still bright and

1 Tuition in the pdbpfcte higher schools averages from
Y 6.GO to Y 10.00 a month while equipment for one year
costs around Y 100, including two uniforms, books and
stationery. Mrs. Tanahashi's girls pay Y 6,00 tuition.